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member news

Are your clients and employees tired of the 
same annual meeting, retreat or appreciation 
event theme recycled year after year. 
Wondering how to stay within your budget 
but produce a great event? WA3 member,  
The China Closet’s Carolyn Hefner shows 
you five quick tips to get out of your rut. 

• �Invite someone from OUTSIDE your business 
to interview your business — this will 
probably provoke discussions and details 
that no one ever associated with your 
business. This could lead to interesting 
scenarios for all of types of events!

• �Everyone loves surprises…Mix it up — get 
away from the usual venues for meetings, 
socializing…make it an unexpected 
location…make it interesting!

• �Keep costs down…invite everyone to a 
pancake breakfast, an ice cream social…
have a penny candy table with a super-sized 
surprise in one of the boxes!

• �At your next event — pass out tickets…have  
a drawing for a door prize worth winning! 
You can bet the enthusiasm will grow for 
the next gathering!

• �Send a simple birthday greeting to employ-
ees and clients…this has incredible mileage 
for pennies spent! 

For more information on how to  
create your unique event contact  
The China Closet at 248.258.6480  
or visit www.thechinacloset.com. 

Corporate Event Planning on a Budget

New and Renewing Members

Mark Johnson and Associates is an 
architecture and interior design firm 
established in 1995. Located on Woodward 
Avenue for ten years, the firm has 
established a reputation in the residential 
and commercial industry primarily 
servicing the southeast region of Michigan 
but has also completed work in Florida  
and Chicago. In 2001 Mark was commis-
sioned to complete the design for the 
Detroit Symphony Orchestra Show House 
and the firm has since completed work  
at Cranbrook in Bloomfield Hills. Excited 
and energized, Mark Johnson serves on 
the WA3 Board of Directors and is very 
active within the 6 to 8 Mile/Woodward 
Initiative. For more information on  
Mark Johnson and Associates please 
contact them at 248.543.5411.

MEMBER PROFILE |  
Mark Johnson  
and Associates

Friend of Woodward

Audio Dimensions, Inc., Royal Oak
Beckett & Raeder Inc., Ann Arbor
Bee Kalt Travel Service, Royal Oak
Crane Roofing, Pontiac
Dr. Denise Joseph Ph.D. & Associates,  

Royal Oak
Feet on the Street Tours, Detroit
Jax Kar Wash, Southfield
Manresa Jesuit Retreat House,  

Bloomfield Hills
Nowak & Fraus Engineers, Pontiac
Rebecca Powers & Olinek, Steve, Birmingham 
Shanbom Eye Specialist, Berkley
Steve Baker, Berkley

Sponsoring

Automation Alley, Troy
B.Nektar, Ferndale
Berkley Chamber of Commerce, Berkley

Berman Company / HEFCO Properties, 
Farmington Hills

C & J Parking Lot Sweeping, Warren
Coldwell Banker Weir, Manuel, Inc.,  

Birmingham
Detroit Artists Market, Detroit
Detroit Metro Convention & Visitors Bureau, 

Detroit
EmbroidMe, Birmingham
First Congregational Church of Detroit
Giffels – Webster, Rochester
Hagopian World of Rugs, Birmingham
Hamilton Anderson, Detroit
Harmon Signs / Planet Neon,  

Commerce Township 
Hartrick Family Dentistry, Royal Oak
HPDevco, Highland Park
Laurence Wolf Properties, Ferndale
National Shrine of the Little Flower, Royal Oak
Preservation Wayne, Detroit

Royal Oak Ford, Royal Oak
Royal Oak Kitchens & Bath, Royal Oak
St. Joseph Mercy Oakland, Pontiac
The Parade Company, Detroit
Tony’s Sports Bar, Ferndale
Vinsetta Grill, Royal Oak

contributing

Grissim Metz Andriese Associates, Northville
Majestic Theater, Detroit
Paramount Bank, Ferndale
Tiffany Performance Group, Plymouth

Sustaining

Frasco, Caponigro, Wineman & Scheible,  
Bloomfield Hills 

Credit Union One, Ferndale

Carolyn Hefner
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Members in the News

Hamilton Anderson founding partner 
Rainey Hamilton opened Rainy Days 
Hobbies store at 22961 Woodward in 
Ferndale. The unique shop specializes  
in state of the art modeling railroad 
equipment. Call 248.545.5667. 

New Center Council Inc. President 
Michael Solaka along with brother  
Peter will open the Ye Olde Butcher 
Shoppe in the former Zacarro’s grocery 
store space in Midtown Detroit. The  
store will carry “sundry items” alongside 
a wide variety of groceries. They expect 
to open by late spring. 

WA3 Board of Directors Member, Tracie 
Tillanger of the Detroit Economic 
Growth Group was named to the Board  
of Directors for Automation Alley in 
February 2010. 

Manzo Eyecare has moved! Their new 
offices are located at 621 W. 11 Mile Road 
in Downtown Royal Oak. Their phone 
number is 248.541.4200. 

Dr. Denise Joseph Ph.D & Associates 
has also moved and can be found at 1026 
W. 11 Mile Rd. in Royal Oak. They can be 
reached at 248.613.9230. 

WA3 Board Changes

The WA3 said farewell to several board 
members in December 2009 as their terms 
ended. We would like to thank the following 
for their service and dedication to the WA3: 

Paul Ajegba  
Deputy Engineer,  
Michigan Department of Transportation 

Matt Schenk 
Chief of Staff & Assistant Deputy CEO,  
Wayne County Executive Offices of 
Robert Ficano  

Doug Smith  
Deputy Director, Oakland County  
Executive Office of L. Brooks Patterson

Donna Sykes 
Oakland County Ombudsmen, SMART

Harold Kuhn 
Park Motor Sales 

As we move forward in 2010 the WA3  
welcomes the following members to  
the Board of Directors: 

Beth Dryden 
External Marketing Director, SMART

Nicole Duncan 
Administrative Director,  
William Beaumont Hospital 

Morris Hood  
Special Projects, Wayne County  
Executive Offices of Robert Ficano 

Bret Rasegen 
Planning Supervisor, Oakland County 

Mia Silver 
Michigan Department of Transportation

  YES! Sign me up as a member           Send me more information           �I’m interested in serving 
on a committee

NAME 						                

COMPANY 						                

CITY 			    STATE 	           ZIP		            

PHONE 		   FAX			                                   

E-MAIL 		         			                                   

PAYMENT   	 Payment enclosed       Please invoice me

PAYMENT method 	 CHECK (Please make checks payable to the Woodward Avenue Action Association)

AMEX       MASTERCARD       VISA

		C  REDIT CARD NUMBER 				                                     

		  3 DIGIT SECURITY CODE	          	  EXPIRATION DATE		            

LEVEL OF INVESTMENT	 $500 SUSTAINING MEMBER    	 $100 SPONSORING MEMBER 

	 $250 CONTRIBUTING MEMBER        	 $50 FRIEND OF WOODWARD

BECOME A WA3 MEMBER!

MAIL TO 
30947 Woodward Avenue | Suite 200  
Royal Oak, MI 48073 

FAX 
248.288.2067 

ONLINE — SECURE SITE 
www.woodwardavenue.org

INQUIRIES  
phone: 248.288.2004 
e-mail: nicole@woodwardavenue.org


