IN OUR OPINION-

Expand
Cobo;
celebrate

‘Woodwa rd

. mArea leaders, public need to get
their acts together and hands joined.

Southeast Michigan needs to move forward as

aregion. There is no disputing that the fortunes of ‘
Wayne, Oakland and Macomb counties are linked N

| totheCity of Detroit and that thie city’s future is
1 * bound up in that of its surrounding counties. .
The year ahead offers two fronts where the .

region can tmake progress, one political, the other "

largely symbolic — but both important for a bet-
ter future. The ﬁrst is Cobo Hall, the second the

200th blrthday of historic Woodward Avenue -

- Get Cobo together already . :
In 2007, Detroit and its surroundmg countles
need to solve the Cobo conundrum — as the.
‘North American Intérnational Auto Show will
demonstrate again when it kicks off Friday. How
~ tomake the downtown convention center better
. has been lingering too long. While it will surely
o have an auto show asits s1gnature annual event as
e long as Ford, GM
-and Chrysler -
_Group remainin
the region, there
isarealriskthat-
it may become a -
second-tier-show,

turers willin the ..
- Hear'future opt’

ERRIA " forthelarger -
s spaceat C ca cCorrmck Plaice for th

events or development a larger, more efficient and

i - mere modern Cebo may be-able to attract untilit

" exists. (3
-“Wayne County Executive Robert Flcano has
* laid out a reasonable framework for a Cobo ex-

pansion that includés creating a regiorial author- .

ity to take charge of the facility and extending

hotel-room and liquor taxes to finance it. The

state needs to authorize the tax aspects, which
- won't happen unless regional leadership goesto

Lansmg united around it. Early this year is nottoo -

soon for regional leaders to hash out the details,

tol.

that the manufac- |

X really big show. There’s no telling what other -

sell it to their constituents, and take it to the Capi- '
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* Hands across Woodward
. Woodward Avenue has for too long been seen
- as one of metro Detroit’s major dividing lines.
_ This summer, it will be a place where people can
come together for a variety of events to mark the
" bicentennial of the region’s “main drag,” named
for the territorial judge who laid out a new wheel-. .
and-spokes desxgn for Detroit afterthe fire that
. destroyed the city
in 1805. Wood-
ward, or M1, has
been designated :
one of “America’s
Byways” by the
_U.S. Department
of Transportation
: for its historic-
RASHAUN RUCKER/Detrmt Free Press SIgmﬁcance
. " Plansinclude a
“blessmg of the byway” by the leaders of the many
faith-based institutions along or near Woodward,
followed by a 27-mile human chain stretching -
from downtown Detroit to Pontiac. That's sup-
posed to happen on the first Sunday in Septem-
ber, and planners say it could be a Guinness Book °
event. It won't work unless t_housands of people
- from across the region are willing to join hands.
. Could be cool. The theme for the yearlong
celebration is “Highlighting history, promoting.
~ pride and rallying the region.” All are important.
Find out more at 866-MIBYWAY (866—612-9929) .
: orwwwwoodwardavenue.org .

Make the stretch ' -
"The Woodward celebration is going to happen.
Progress on Cobo is not a sure thing. Both canbe
| signatuire achievements for a region that is going
1~ .to need some uplifting amid the economic un-
" certainty of the next 12 months. One requires a lot
* of people coming together. The other, the right
- "people. A willingness to work together across
' ‘?-adm(;:lal boundaries will make all the dxfference
.. for eac

»UNDER ALAW that took effect J an.lin
Pm the state of Kansas, gift cards must’
‘be good for at least five years. Wonder how
- many timesthe average card will change hands
- thanks to “reglftmg” before 1t explres




